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the peopl Canan shall divide 
te lead, and the land sbell bel 
nd unfruitfal, and mone other people shel. 
—.— here bi the people of de- 
mete extended vie Lord: ell the lend with much 
of ed and the barrenness ‘thereof shall go forth 
* foréwers And there was blacksess come epon 
att the Ghildren of Ca that they were de 
ly vosurred thong the concerning the epised among al people. Abd it came pass 
books memijoned, and ro variend (hat the Lord seid unto me, Leck, and 1 Jéok- 
placed in the Otd snd: New Pestamedte, which} ed and tebeld the lend of Sharon, und the lane 
wore now where to be found. The commen tof Endeh, end the fand of Omner, and the land 
remark they word loot Books; but it- of Heni, and the lend of Shem, aud the lend 
the apostolic churches hed Of these Wri] of Henér, abd the land of and all 
fingt, ad Judd mentions or quotes the prophesy | the inhabitants theteof: and the unte 
of Enoch, the eeventh: from Adam, To the | me, Go to thie people and say unto Re- 
en of thee flock, which ia pit, Cottivitio to pet, Jest T come out and wem with 
gua, N. York, numbered bout ven- cute, and they did. An he gave unto me & 
ty mensbera, did the Lerd ide following commandment that 1 shold bapeine iu the 
olded. times, the prophesy ofl seme of the Father andthe Son, which ts full 


graee and'trach, and the Holy Spitit, whic’ 


| bears record of the ‘Fathér tnd the Son, 
“And it eme to pam thet Enoch continued || And it came to pass, that Enoch continued to 
dis speech ¢aying, Behold. our father Adem |call upon all the people, save it were the people 
aught these things, afd many bave believed of Canaan, to repent: and so great was the faith 
ond became ike sone of God, and many baye|of Enoch, that he lead the people of, God, and 
believed mot and perished their sing, aad ete! their enemies came to battle against them, und 
looking forth with fear; in torment, for the fiery | jhe spake the word of the Lord, and. the earth 
indignarion of the wrath of God 70 be poured | trembled : and the mountains fled, even accord- 
out upon then. Aud from that time forth) jing to his command ; and the rivers of Water 
Enoch began to prophesy, saying unto the peo- | | were turned out of their course ; and the roar of 
ple, that, og L wee journeying and stood upom} the hen was heard out of the wilderness; and 
the plece Manhujah, I eried unto the Lord, and all nations feared greatly, L was the 
there came. a voiceout of the heaven, ing, word of Enoch, and so great the power of 
Torn ye and get ye upon the mount Simeon. language, which God had given him. There 
And it came to pease that I turned end wear|}also came up a land out of the depth of the sea j 
upon the mogint, and as. stood upon the mount. and so great was the fear of the enemies of the 
I beheld: the, heavens. open end I clothed || people of God, that they fled and stood afer aff, 


upon with glety, and the Lord; he stood | 


before my face, end. be talked with me, even 
man talks one with ansiher. face to face; | 


and went upon the land which came up out of 
the depths of the sea. And the giants of the 
land, also, stood afar off; and there went forth a 


and he said unto me, Look, and I will. show || curse upon all the people which fought against 
unto you the world for the space of many gen- God: and ftom that time forth there were ww 
erations. Aud it came to pase that I behebd the and bloodsheds among them; but the Lord’came 
valley Sbum, and lo, u great people whieh || and dwelt with his 
cwelt ia tente, which were the people of Sham, |i righteousness. N 
And again the Lord said unte me, Look, and 1 All nations, so great was the glory. of th 
looked towards the north, spd I. beheld he which was upon his people, And the 
in ala. Aud ted the 
suid unte me, mountains, | 
Canada, U flouriahb. And he Ler 
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people, and they dwelt in . 
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because they were of one heart and one mind, brethren : they are the w. manshilp of my ows 
and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no bands, and I gave unto them their 
poor among them; and Enoch continued bis in the day I created them; and in the garden of 
preaching in righteousness unto the people of Eden gave I unto man his agency; and unte 
Ged. And it came to pass in his days, that he your brethren have I said, and also gave com- 
built a city that was called the city of holiness, | | mandment, that they should love one another, 
even ZION. And it came to pass, that Enoc and that they should choose me, their Father, 
- talked with the Lord, and he said unto the Lord, | but behold they are without affection ; and they 
surely Zion shall dwell in safety forever. But hate their own blood; and the fire of my indig- 
Lord said unto Enoch, Zion have I blessed, | nation is kindled against them: and in my bot 
but the residue of the people have I cursed.— | | displeasure will I send in the floods upon them, 
And it came to pass, that the Lord showed unto /} for my fierce anger is kindled against them 
Enoch all the inhabitants of the earth; and he} Behold I am God; Man of holiness is my name, 
beheld, and lo, Zion, in process of time, was} Man of council is my name, and Endless and 
taken up into heaven! And the Lord said unto} Eternal is my name, also. Wherefore, I en 
Enoch, behold my abode forever: and Enoch ! stretch forth my hands and hold all the creations 
also beheld the residue of the people which were which I have made; and my eye can pierce 
the sons of Adam, and they were a mixture of | them, also; and among all the workmanship of 
all the seed of Adam, save it were the seed of} my bend, there has not been so great wicked- 
Cain, for the seed of Cain were black, and had |} ness, as among your brethren ; but behold their 


not place among them. And after that Zion 
was taken up into heaven, Enoch beheld and lo 
all the nations of the earth were before him 
and there came generation upon generation, and 
Enoch was highgand lifted up, even in the bo- 


sins shall be upon the heads of their fathers :— 
Satan shall be their father, and misery shall be 
their doom ; and the whole heavens shall weep 
over them, even all the workmanship of mj 
hands: wherefore, should not the heavens weer, 


som of the Father, and the Son of Man; and] seeing these shall suffer? But behold, these, 


behold the power of Satan was upon all the face 


which your eyes are upon, shall perish in the 


of the earth! And he saw angels descending floods; and behold I will shut them up: a pris 
out of heaven; and he heard a loud voice, say- on have I prepared forthem. And that which 


ing, Wo, wo, be unto the inhabitants of th- 
earth! And he beheld Satan, and he had a 
great chain in his hand, and it veiled the whole 
face of the earth with darkness, and he looked 
up and laughed, and his angels rejoiced. And 
Enoch beheld angels descending out of heaven, 
bearing — of the Father and Son: and 
the Holy Spirit fell on many, and they were 
caught up by the powers of heaven into Zion: 
And it came to pass that the God of heaven 
looked upon the residue of the people, and he 
wept, and Enoch bore record of it, saying: Hov 
is it the heaves weep and shed forth their tears 
as the rain upon the mountains? And Enoch 
said unto the Lord, how is it that you can weep, 
seeing you are holy and from all eternity to all 
eternity? and were it possible that man could 
number the particles of the earth, and millions 
of earths like this, it would not bea beginning 
to the number of your creations ; and your cur- 
tains are stretched out still; and yet you are 
there, and your bosom is there; and also, you 
are just; you are merciful and kind forever; 
you have taken Zion to your own bosom from 
all your creations, from all eternity to all eter- 
nity, and nought but peace, justice and truth is 
the habitation of your throne; and mercy shall 
go before your face and have no end: how is it 
that you can weep? 

The Lord said unto Enoch, behold these your 


I have chosen has plead before my face: Wher.- 

fore he suffers for their sins, inasmuch as they 
will repent in the day that my chosen sball re- 
turn unto me; and until that day, they shall be 
in torment: wherefore, for this shall the hear‘ 


ens weep ; yea, and all the workmanship of my 
bonds’ 


And it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto 
Enoch and told Enoch all the doings of the 
children of men: wherefore Enoch knew, and 
looked upon their wickedness, and their misery, 
and wept and stretched forth his arms, and bis 
heart swelled wide as eternity; and his bowels 
yearned, and all eternity shook. And Enoch 
saw Noah, also, and his family, that the poste 
ty of all the sons of Noah should be saved with 
a temporal salvation: wherefore he saw that 

Noah built an ark; and the Lord smiled upoa 
it, and held it in his hand; but upon the residue 
of the wicked came the floods and swallowed 
them up. And as Enoch saw thus, he had bit- 
terness of soul, and wept over his brethren, and 
said unto the heavens, I will refuse to be com- 
fortefl; but the Lord said unto Enoch, Lift up 
your heart and be glad, and look. And it came 
to pass that Enoch looked, and from Noah, he 
beheld all the families of the earth ; and he cried 
unto the Lord, saying, When shall the day of 
the Lord come? When shall the blood of the 
righteous be shed,that all they that mourn may 
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sanctified, and have eternal life? And the 
{ said, It shall be in meridian of time, 
: the days of wickedness and vengeance. And 
hold, Enoch saw the day of the coming of 
be Son of man, even in the flesh ; and his soul 
iced, saying, the righteous is lifted up, and 
+ Lamb is slain from the foundation of the 
wid; and through faith Iam in the bosom of 
de Father: and behold Zion is with me! And 
eme to pass, that Enoch looked upon the 
», and he heard a voice from the bowels 
yereof, saying, Wo, wo is me the mother of 
Lam pained: I am weary because of the 
ickedness of my children! When shall I rest, 
nd be cleansed from the filthiness which has 
ne forth out of me? When will my Creator 
ctify me, that I may rest, and righteousness, 
season, abide upon my face? And when 
moch heard the earth mourn, he wept, and cried 
sto the Lord, saying, O Lord, will you not 
me compassion upon the earth? Will you not 
less the children of Noah? And it came to 

s that Enoch continued his cry unto the Lord, 

ying, I ask you, O Lord, in the name of your 
uly Begotten, even Jesus Christ, that you will 

ve mercy upon Noah and his seed, that the 
ath might never more be covered by the floods? 
ind the Lord could not withhold: and he cov- 

anted with Enoch, and swore unto him with 
wo osth, that he would stay the floods; that he 

ould call upon the children of Noah: and he 

nt forth an unalterable decree, that a remnant 
f his seed should always be found among all 

tions, while the earth should stand: and the 
lord said, Blessed is him through whose seed 
Messiah@hal! come: for he says, I am Messiah, 
he Lug of Zion; the Rock of heaven, which 
is broad as eternity; whdso comes in at the gate 
ad climbs up by me shall never fall; where- 
ore, blessed are they of whom I have spoken, 
or they shall come forth with songs of everlast- 
ng joy, 

And it came to pass, that Enoch cried unto 
he Lord, saying, When the Son of man comes 
in the flesh, shall the earth rest? I pray you 
show me these things. And the Lord said unte 
Enoch, Look, and he looked and behcid the 
don of man lifted upon the cross, after the man- 
ter of men; and he heard aloud voice; and the 
Mavens were veiled ; and all the creation of God 
mourned; and the earth groaned; and the rocks 

ere rent: and the saints arose and were erown- 

at the right havd of the Son of man, with 
crowns of glory; and as many of the spirits as 
Were in prison, came forth and stood on the 
sht hand of God; and the remainder were re- 


earth rest? And Enoch beheld the Son of maa 
ascend up unto the Father: and he called unio 
the Lord, saying, Will you not come again upon 
the earth, for inasmuch as you are God, and I . 
know you, and you have sworn unto me, aiid 
commanded me that I should ask in the name of 
your Only Begotten, you have made me, and 
given unto me aright to your throne, and not of 
myself, but through your own grace: wherefore, 
Lask you if you will not come again on the 
earth? And the Lord said unto Enoch, as I live, 
even so will I come in the last days, in the days 
of wickedness and vengeance, to fulfil the oath 
which I have made unto you, concerning the 
children of Noah: and the day shall come that 
the earth shall rest—but before that day, shall 
the heavens be darkened, and a veil of darkness 
shall cover the earth; and the heavens shall 
shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations 
shall be among the children of men, but my 
people will I preserve: and righteousness will 
I send down out of heaven; and truth will I 
send forth out of the earth, to bear testimony of 
my Only Begotten; his resurrection from the 
dead; yea, and also the resurrection of all men: 
and righteousness and truth will I cause to 
sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out 
my own elect from the four quarters of the earth 
unto a place which I shall prepare ; a holy city, 
that my people may gird up their loins, and be 
looking forth for the time of my coming; for 
there shall be my tabernacie, and it shall be cail- 
ed ZION, a New. Jerusalem. And the Lord 
said unto Enoch, then shall you and all your city 
meet them there, and we will receive them into 
our bosom, and they shall see us, and we wil 
fall upon their necks, and they shall fall upon 
our necks, and we will kiss each other, and 
there shall be my abode, and it shall be Zion 
which shall come forth out of all the creations 
which I have made; and for the space of a thou- 
sand years shall the earth rest. And it came te 
pass that Esvuch saw the days of the coming of 
the don of man, in the last days, to dwell on the 

earth in righteousness, for the space of a thous. 
and years: but before that day he saw great trib- 
ulations among the wicked; and he also saw the 
sea, that it was troubled, and men’s hearts fail- 
ing them, looking forth with fear for the judg - 
ments of the Almighty God, which should come 
upon the wicked. And the Lord showed Enoch 
all things, even unto the end of the worlds and 
he saw the day of the righteous, the hour of 
their redemption, and received a fulness of joy: 
amd all the days of Zion in the days of Enoch, 
were three hundred and sixty-five years: and 


erved in chains of darkness until the judgment Enoch and all his people, walked with God and, 


of the great day. 


And again, Enoch wept and Ihe dwelt in the midst of Zian: and it came to 


ried unto the Lord, aaying, When chall the I pass that Zion was not, for God received it up 
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into his own bosom ; and from thence went forth 
the saying, Zion is fled. 
(To be Continued.) 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


[For the Times and Seasons. } 

BAPTISM—THE MODE OF ITS ADMIN. 

ISTRATION—ITS EFFICACY— Dx. MC- 

SHIEM—STATE OF THE RELIGIOUS, 

WORLD—THE APOSTACY, &c. Kc. 

«  (Continued.) 

| 

The people of this enlightened age profess to 
believe the Bible, but when we lay before them 
the glorious principles and truths it contains,’ 
they are ready totake our lives, persecute us 
with mobs, tar, feathers, stripes, stones, and 
beap all manner of reproach, abuse and indig- 
nities upon us. St. John, XV: 18—21; ‘If the 
world hate you, ye know that it hated me be- 
fore it hated you. If ye were of the word, the 
world would love itsown: but because ye are: 


Peter and John: who, when they were com 
down, prayed for them that they might rece} 
the Holy Ghost: (ſo as yet he had fallen upos 
nene of them: only they were baptized in d 
name of the Lord Jesus.) Why had they 
received the Holy Ghost? They had been bap. 
tized but the Holy Ghost had ‘fallen upon non 
of them The reason is very obvious. They 
had not received the laying on of hands for the 
reception of the Holy Ghost, They had go 
just where the sectarien world stop with th 
ordinance. They could not receive the Holy 
Ghos without the laying on of hands, yet the 
religionists of the preseut day profess to have 
received the Holy Ghost, when hands has no 
been laid on for its reception, and some of them 
have not even so much as been baptized — 
They are surely going te heaven upon ‘flowry 
beds of ease.’ But we will see whether thom 
who had beer baptized at Samaria received the 
Holy Ghost, and what kind of an operation 
they had to go through to obtain it. Read the 


not of the world, but I have chosen you out of 


member the werd that I said unto you, the ger-| 
vant is not greater than his lord. If they have 


verse that follows, in the Bible, those we lun 
quoted. It reads thus: Then laid they thei 
hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Ghost.’ This explains the whole matter end 


persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if agrees precisely with tho doctrine we heve 


they have kept my saying they will keep yours been advocating; that baptism is for the re 
also. But all these things will they do unto} mission of sins, but before they can receive th 


you formy names’ sake, because they know Holy Ghost, they must attend to the impositivs 
not him that sent me.“ For preaching the ef hands. This is so plain that a school-bey, 
truths of the Bible. and worshipping God — not yet out of ‘baker’ can see into it; yet ov 
cording to its teachings, the ‘Church of Jesue great men of science, biblical research and lie 
Christ of Latter Day Saints,’ has toon driven! rati accuminis, cannot fathom this simple myer 


four times from their peacefui homes. Many 
of them have died martyrs for the cause of Je- 
sus, bearing testimony of the truth of the great 
latter-day work, which is to gather tue house 
of Israe) from their long dispersion, restore the 
Jews to the land of their fathers, gather out 
the honest in heart from among the wicked, 
and prepare the way forthe second advent of 
the Messiah, when he shall appear in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory, to take 
vengeance on the wicked and they that know. 
not God. The work of extermination has been 
carried to the very seat of domestic retirement, 
and the blood of mothers and children has flow- 
od for the gospel which we preach, and declare 
to be the gospel of Jesus Christ. We preach 
the doctrine of baptism, for the remission of 
sins—so did Christ and the apostles. We be- 
lieve in laying on hands for the reception of 
the Holy (Ghost, and for the healing of the 
sick, &c; the aposties believed in, an 
practised the same ordinances. Acts— 


VIII: 14-17; Now when the apostles which 
were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word gf God, they sent unto him 


tery. They are sending embaseadors to the ie 
lands of the ses, and missionaries to we her 
ther, with the sacred volume in their Sand, and 
they are as ignorant of ‘its principles, and the 
glorious gospel it contains, as the veryest sav- 
age towhom they are sent. They boast of the 
rapid spread of the gospel, and the great ligh! 
of heaven, which is daily augmenting, and 
spreading its radience over the world, but when 
we find out the trujh of the matter, the wor'd 
has not been taluted with the sound of the true 
cespel for several of the last centvries. Verily 
the great light of which men boast, has das 
zled their eyes, so that they cannot see the first 
rudiments of the gospei of Christ. O, that tbe 
people of this enlightened age—who here been 
“By the glare of falew science betrayed, 

That leads to bewilder and dazzles to blind. 
would read the Bible and learn docthaec. We 


have already proven by the Bible, that these 
was but one mode of baptism, and that was i- 
mersion. 
tract from Dr. Moshiem upon this subject. On 
page 28, paragraph 8, it reads thus: ‘The sa- 
crament of baptism wes administered in this 


However, we will make another c*- 


| 
(ne 
| 
| of th 
| Mos! 
| 
| on 
| trate 
em 
re 
to th 
ted 
ny 
stan 
itu 
the 
er 
| thet 
| of t 
- “ni 
t 
it 
th 
for 
ba 
a 
me 
ort 
ba 
an 
— 
P 
¥ 
i 
in 


$40 


(the fret) century, without the public assem-., arise,’ K. Again, The mystery of iniquity 


dies, in places appointed and prepared for that 
purpose, and was performed by an IMMER- 
SON OF THE WHOLE BODY, in the bap- 
smal font.’ What do you say to this, ye priesty 
ofthe sprinkling order? This testimony of Dr. 
Moshiem must be rather a, use-up argu- 
ment against you. However it must be taken 
u good testimony, until his character as 4 


sompetent witness, and veracity asa man of 


trath can be destroyed. Can our modern gen- 
emen of the sacred desk, impeach Dr. Mo- 
diem, and render him an incompetent witness 


to the facts now in controversy? His celebra- dition.’ 


doth already work: only be who now Ietteth 
will let until he be taken out of the way.“ In 
his letter to the Thasealonians hesays: Thes. 


I: 1, 2,3; "Now we beseech you brethren, by 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by er 


gathering together untohim, thet ye be pot 
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled neither by 
spirit nor by word, nor by letter as from ur, ss 
the day of Cariet is at hand. Let no man de 
ceive you by any means, ſor that day shall not 
come,except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of per- 
This shows that the seeds of discord 


ied work has stood the test and scrutiny of ma: || began already to spring up in the church, not- 
ay years, and his name fora correct historian || withetanding they were blessed with the daily 
sands unriva'led in the bright constellation of || ministry of the apostles, and many hely men. 


ilustrious men. Then let the herd of modern 
wiseacres relapse into silence when they hear 
the testimony of this great man, who has a bet- 
wer right to state facts than they have to oppose 
them. We only disagree with him when he 
disagrees with the scriptures; but with many 
ofthe sectarian world it is visa versa :-—They 
dissgree with him when he agrees with the 
wriptures. 

This testimony of Dr. Moshiem reflects great 
eredit upon his head and heart, and it will give 
ita greater weight of truth when we consider 
that he had adopted another mode of baptism 
for himself. Under these citcumstances, no 
other than a candid and honest historian would 
bave made the acknowledgement. Mr. Gahan 
a Catholic priest, also bears evidence that im- 
mersion was the manner of administering the 
ordinance in primitive times. Butthe world 
bave gone into an awful apostacy, and fallen 
tway from those sacred rites and ordinances 
which were emplanted in the Apostolic church. 
Paul undoubtedly alluded tothe great havoc 
which men have made of the word and ordi- 


nances of God when he eaid: Acts, XX: 29, 30; 


‘For I know this, that after my departing shall 


‘ grievious wolves enter in among you, not spar- 


ing the flock. Alsoof your own selves shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
sway disciples after them.’ The quotation 
clearly shows that Paul foresaw the calamity 
that would inevitably befall the church at some 
subsequent period. In the verse that follows 


Let no man deceive you by any means.’ Here 

he warns them of thefdeception of men, which 
had already began to show itself. ‘For that day 
shall not come except there come a falling away 
first.” Here is a fallirg away plainly predicted, 
and that felling away isto take place previous 
to the second coming of Christ, for this was said 
after his resurrection; soi: alludes to his se- 
cond advent. But to treee the degeneracy of 
the church we make other extracts from Dr- 
Moshiem’s history. On page 49. paragraph 13, 
it reads: ‘The persons that were to be baptized, 
after they had repeated the creed, confessed 
and renounced their sins, and particularly the 
devil and his pompous illurements, were im- 
mersed under water, and received under Christ’s 
kingdom by a solemn invocation of Fathef, 
Son and Holy Ghost, to the express command 
of our Blessed Lord. After baptism they re- 


ceived the sign of the cross, were annointed, . 


and by prayers and imposition of hands, wero 
solemnly recommended tothe mercy of Ged» 
and dedicated to his service; in consequence of 
which, they received milk and honey, which 
concluded the ceremony. The reason of, this 
particular ritual cpincide with what we have 
said in general concerning the origin and cau- 
ses of the multiplied ceremonics that crept 
frgm time to time into the church.’ This ex- 
tract alludcs to the second century, as will 
be seen by reference to the book, and 
shadows forth the horrors of Catholicism 
with an appalling ferce. No such ceremonies 


the above, in the Bible, he ssys: ‘Therefore, || are found in the Bible, with the exception of 
watch and remember, that by the space of three || that of ‘imposition of hands,’ which undoubted- 
years, Iceased not to warn every one, nicht ly was preserved sacred until that time, and 
ead dey with tears.” These quotations clearly || performed for the reception of the Holy Ghost, 
fell the foreknowledge of Paul as to the discen-aſter baptism, as we have before shown. Ano- 
tions that would arise and the apostecy that} ther extract, from the same author: this refers 
would ensue. He foretells also, that this great to tha third century. On page 70, paragraph 
work of apostacy would commence even in 4: There were twice a year, stated times when 
jheir days: *Also of your own selves shall men” baptism was admistered to tuch as, after a long 
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tienity. * © Wehave already men- 
tioned the principle rites that were used in the 
administration of baptism; and we have only to 
add, that no persons were admitted to this sol“ 
emn ordinance, until by the menacing and for- 
midable shouts, and declamation of the exer- 
cist,they had been delivered from the deminion 
of the prince of darkness. and consecrated to thé of purity and wisdom, and was thrown with thi 
service of God. The origin of this superstitious!! yiew into the mouth of the person baptiz: d, and 
ceremony may be easily traced, when we con- a double unction was every where used in the 
sider the prevailing opinions of the times. * celebration of this ordinance, one preceding its 
* © * The expulsion of this demon was) administratiou, andthe other following it— 
now considered as an essential preparation for|| The persons who were admitted into the church 
baptiem, after the administration of which, the by baptism, were obliged after the celebration 
candidate returned home, adorned with erowns of that holy ordinance to go clothed in whit 
and arrayed in white garments, as sacred em- garments during the space of seven days“ 
blems; the former, of their victory over sin and || Thus we see the pure and legitimate ordinances, 
the world, the latter their inward purity and which were placedin the Apostolic church, de 
innocence.’ Thus we trace the gradual in- generating into all the senseless and hypoerit. 
roads which the theories of men have made up- ical mummary 80 prevalent inthe churches of 
on the institutions of the church of Christ. The the nineteenth century. Taese mock ceremo- 
Bible telle us nething of theso ‘stated times“ nics and monkish rituals must be considered as 
for baptism, this ‘long course of trial and pre-||ihe mere coungerings of man,hatched up in his 
paration,’ the ‘menacing and formidable shouts|| own brain and sanctioned by his own darkened 
and declamation of the exorcist,” this adorning understanding. The idea of these lighted U 
with ‘crowns,’ and ‘array in white garments as pers, isa novel one. They are now used inthe 
sacred emblems.’ Of these, the apostles are churches, and over dead bodies, at the {ull 
completely silent; yet, as early as the third een- hour of mid-day. What this is practiced for 
tury, such disgusting ceremony and show, ac: [we are not able to. conceive, unless it de for 
companied the sacred ordinance of God. O,||thelighting of the holy spirit. It is probably 
ame! where hast thou hid thyself? Acts, thought that the eyes of the Almighty ares» 
V1; 20-33: “Then he called for alight, and very dim that he cannot seo even by day. 
aptang in, and came trembling, and fell don] without the pale sickly blaze of a taper. We 
before Paul and Silas; and brought them out. would take it as a great favor if some Catho- 
and said: Sirs, what must I do to be eaved!— lie friend could make us see the utility of this 
And they said, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, Idolatrous practice. This sult using too, is!o 
and thou shalt be saved and thy house. And ſſ us a mystery, and probably will remain so until 
they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and some one skilled in Royal Priesthood Legerde- 
to all that were in his houee. And he took them main, has the magnanimityv to unravel the se 
the same hour of the night, and washed their||cret. We have thought some times, whether 
stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, [or no, it was not used by the Priests in cone 
etraightway.’ We learn from this that all the|! quence of ita saving properties, This is the oaly 
preparation for baptism necessary in early times,|| rational conclusion we can come to, eonsidering 
was for people to believe on the Lord Jesus the little prospect there is ef these pontifical 
Christ. There is nothing in this like the se- dignitaries being saved by the rules which God 
tarian system of six months trial, mourner's hes laid down. We see also, from the above 
benches,&c. Paul and Silas spake unto the|/extrect that the order of the kingdom of God 
jailor and his household the word of the Lord, was beginning to be reversed, or transposed by 
and the eame hour that they believed, they were man. Wees the bishop, who, in the primitive 
baptized, So in case of Philip and the eu- church, merely officiated in some ministerial 
nuch, as may be seen from the 8th chapter o office to the siek, ina temporal capacity, where- 
Acts. As soon as the eunuch believed with al] |i a. the) have now ascended the step-atones of 
his heart, that Jesus Christ wasthe Son of God, || ambition, seized the crowa of eclesiaatical roy- 
Philip commanded the chariot to stand still,|/alcy, seated themselves upon the throne of pew- 
‘and they went down beth into the water, doth er, and assumed a universal diesetershipover the 
Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.“ religious faculties of the chureb. 
This is the wey they done up business in early” Thisiadesogatesy to that gust 


trace this ordinance into the fourth century 
from the same author: On page 90, 7th pen 
graph: ‘Baptism wesadministered during 

vigils of Easter and Whit-Suntide, with lighted 
tapers, by the bishop and the presbyters, com 
missioned by him for that purpose. ® ¢ 


course of trial and preparation, offered them- times. O, that ‘the world would learn wisdor 
In some places salt was employed as a symboj 


tal ves as candidates for the profession of chris- : the examples that are set them! But 
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of which we spoke in prefacing our subject. 
Then they, 28 a matter of course, have 
no license to act. With great propriety 
we can exclaim with the prophet, who we have 
previously quoted: ‘They have changed the 
ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.’— 
We sce in these*formidabse shouts’and ‘declama- 
tions’ spoken of by Dr. Moshiem, the infant 
ms from whence has sprung the boisterous 
elamor of Methodism. Whoever has been in 
the habit of atteading the meetings of this 
sect,in the palmy days of their ‘great revivals,’ 
ean see their forms of worship mirrored torth 
in the church of the third and fourth century; 
but they cannot see them reflected by the cus- 
toms of the apostles, or the teachings of the 
Bible. In these meeting we see the mournei’: 
bench paraded in front of the stand, and the 
preacher from the pulpit deals go liberally inthe 
articles of ‘hell fire,’ ‘brimstone,’ ‘eternal dam 
nation,’ &c., that he soon frightens his hearers 
inte submiesion, and the bench at length is 
filed with hopeless mourners. Then the 
priest, in the fire of hie discourse, descends 
from his box, convuleed with excitement, with 
upraised and extended hands; he increases the 
fervor oſ his declamation, by heavy stampings 
on the floer, until at last Ris eloquence fans the 
flame of enthusiasin in the bosoms of the morrn- 
ere, and they are readily seized with what is 


shouts, ecreame, and clapping of hands, stun 
the whofe sense of hearing, and one continped 
scene of indecerous motions and tumultuous 
uproar ensues. The work of falling commeg- 
ces, and young ladies and gentlemen, and old 
ladies and gentlemen. lay in confused and die- 
guetful disorder over the floor. 


„Immodest acts admit of no defence, 
For want of deceney is want of sense.“ 


This is one of the species of religion of this 
refined and enlightened age! Scene of deprav- 
ity! how art thy devotees go lowly sunk amid 
the mouldering rubbish of bigotry and super- 
sticiousidolatry! ‘The priest and his flowing 
robe, are worshipped as something more than 
mortal by these blind enthusinsts. Instead of 
worshipping at the shrine of Bible religion, 
they bow to the footstool of arrogance, within 
the pales of popular churches, where wealth 
and aristocracy sit robed in silke and satins 
While they impregnate the trembling atmos’ 
phere with the deafening eries of ‘Hallialujahs’ 
&c., we very much questien whether their 
heart and affec:ions reach beyond the eitele of 
the Priest and the gorgously cled dive that eur- 
tounds him. The fine, black, well-fitting 
coat of the Parson; his buff vest end starched 


knot of latest fashion, and the delicate — 
of bis tender hands, rivit upon them the vain 
of his auditors, while their hearts virtual- 
ly proclaim Him some immaculate peréonage 
or celestial God. 

We have seen more worldly arrogance, pride 
of dress, and band-box frippery exhibited in 
these sectarian churches than in all the world 
beeides. The cengregatien of exch sabbat) 
is but a panorama of fashion, exhibiting tho 
external beauty of and gloss created by virtue 
of cologne waters, full-length mirrors, and all 
the various paraphernalia of the toilett; but no 
where is traceable the religion of the Bible.— 
The man of the greatest wealth, most costly 
dress, whe fides in a fine carriage, with a train 
of attendants, is most generally the besom 
friend and associate ef his humble servant,’ 
the parson; while the honest poor are merely 
received and centinued in fellowship to swe'!! 
the number of the fleek, and increase the rev- 
enue of the priest. Wherever the priest can 
get the largest salary, that is the identical place 
where the Lord calls him to preach. In the 
language of the Bible, they ‘make merchandise 
of the word of God, and divine for money.’ 


JUNIOR. 
(To be Continued.) 


Minutes of a conference of the Church of Jesu: 
Christ of Latter Day held at Preston, 
Halifaz County, Provinee of Nova Scotia, Sept’ 
18, 1843. 

Conference convened pursuant to previous 
appointment, at 2 o’clock, P. M. 

Elder Robert Dickson then presented before 
the meeting the objcet of the conference. The 
solemnities of the occasion were then opened 
by singing and prayer. 

The conference was organized by unanimous- 
ly electing Elder Robert Dickson, president, 
and Elder James Jermen, clerk. 

Resolved, That this branch of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, be called the 
Preston Branch. 

It was moved by Elder R. Dickson, and se- 
conded by T. J. Miller, that Edward Cooke 
be ordained to the office of elder, to preside 
over the Preston branch; carried unanimously. 

Resolved, That Thomas Hamilton be otdain- 
ed to the office of teacher of this branch, | 

Resolved, That Tobias Immanuel Miller, be 
ordained to the office of deacon ef thie branch . 

The above brethren were then ordainded to 
their respective offices, under the bande of El- 
ders Dickson and Jermen. 

Representation of Branches —Preston branch, 
represented by James Jermen, consists of five 
members, one elder, one teacher ane ene des- 
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in the city of Halifax there are four members, 
represented by elder Dickson. 

In Onslew, Colchester county, Nova Scotia, 
there are five members, represented by elder 
Dicksor. 

_ Netice was given that Elder Diekson would 
presch in the evening, at7 o'clock, from Mark’s 
Gospel, 16the. 16thv. The people turned out 
well to hear, and there was much solemnity, as 
well as great attentien paid. There was an 
old gentleman from several miles distant, bap- 
tized immediately before conference commen- 
ceed; and another man was baptized the next 
mening, after meeting, about 1 o’clock, A. M. 

Resolved, That the saints uphold the “First 
Presidency by their prayers. 5 

A vote was then passed to transmit a copy of 
the proceedinge of this conference to Nauvoo, 
for publication in the Times and Seasons. 

The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper wos 
then edministered. Afterwards the minutes of 
the conference was read and accepted. 

The conference adjourned at 5 o’clock, to 
convene again at the house of T. J. Miller, on 
the 18th of December next, at 10 o'clock, 
A. M. 

ER. DICKSON, Prest. 

J. Iunmen, Clk. 


TIMES AND SEASONS, 


CITY OF NAUVOO, 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER |, 1843. 


Several companies of einigrants have lately 
arrived in this place by steam boats, all appa- 
rently in good healih and spirits. 

Elder Erastue Snow, arrived with a company 
from Massachusetts, on Monday last. 


The Twelve who have lately been on a mis- 
sion to the east, have all returned, and enjoy 


good health. 


A numberof emigrants from England are 
expected 

Wao suavt oun wext Preswant?—This 
question we frequently hear asked, and it isa 
question of no email importance to the Latter 
Day Sainte. 

We asa people have labored, and are still 
laboring under great injustice from the hande 
of a neighboring state. The Latter Day Saints 
have hac their property destroved anc their hous- 
es made desolate by the handsof the Missouri- 
murders have been committed with impu- 
nity, and many in conséquence of oppression, 


= 
their possessions inte a distant land. in the chii- 
ling frost of December; robbed, spoiled, dese. 
late, houseless, and homeless; without any 
just pretext or shadow of law; without having 
violated the laws of that state, or of the United 
States, and have had to wander as exiles in a 
strange land, without as yet, being able to ob- 
tain any redress for their grievances. We have 
hitherto adopted every lege] measure; first, we 
patitioned to the state of Missouri, but in vain. 
We have memoralized Congress, but they have 
turned deaf ear to our supplication and refer. 


Missouri. Doubtlees many of the mombers of 
that honorable body were not sufficiently in- 
formed of the enormity and extent of the crimes 
of our persecutors, nor of the indelible stain 
which our national escutcheon has received 
through their inhuman daring. They have been 
allowed to revel in blood, and luxutiate in the 
miseries of the oppreesed, and no man has laid 
itto heart. The fact is, that gentfemen of re- 
epectability and refinement, who liveina eir- 
ilized society, find it difficult to believe that 
such enormities could be practiced in a repub- 
liean government; but our wrong cannot slum- 
ber; such tyrrany and oppression must not be 
passed over ih silence; our injuries though 
past, are not forgotten by us, they still wrankle 
in our bosoms, and the blood of the innocent 
yet cries for justice; and as American citizens, 
we have appealed, and shall still continue to 
appeal to the legally constituted authorities of 


the land for redress, in the hopes that justice 


which has long slumbered, may be aroused in 
our defence; that the spirit which burned in 
the bosoms of the patriots of seventy-six, may 
fire the souls of their deeendonts, and though 
slow, that their indignation may yet be aroused 
at the injustice of the oppressor, and that they 
may yet meet eut justice to our adversaries, and 
step forward in the defence of the innocent. 

We shall ask no one to commit themselves on 
our acconnt; we want no steps taken but what 
are legal, constitutional, and honorable—but we 
are American citizens, and as American citizens, 
we have rights in common with all that live un- 
der the folds of the “star spangled banner.” Our 
rights have been trampled upon by lawless mis- 
creants, we have been robbed of our liberties by 
mobocratic influence, and all those honorable 
ties that ought to govern and characterize Co- 


Still we are American citizens, and as American 
citizens we claim the privilege of being heard 
tn the councils of our nation. We have been 
wronged, abused, robbed, and banished, and we 


berbariem and orgelty, have slept the sleep of 
death, They have been obliged to flee from 


seek redress. Such crimes cannot slumber. is 
Republican America. The cause of common. 


red us again io the state, and justice (/:) of 


lumbia’s sons have been trampled in the dust.— 
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revolt at it, Republicanism 
would hide its head in disgust. | 
We make these remarks for the purpose of 
drawing the attention of our brethren to this 
wibject, both at home and abroad; that we may 
fix upon the man who will be the most likely to 
render us assistance in obtaining redress for our 
d not only give our own votes, 
but use our influence to obtain others, and if the 
voice of suffering innocence will not sufficiently 
erouse the rulers of our nation to investigate our 
yease, perhaps a vote of from fifty to one hun- 
dred thousand may rouse them from their leth- 


wey: 
We shall fix upon the man of our choice, and 
yotify our friends duly. 


* 


—— — 


MASSACRE OF THE NESTORI- 
AN CHRISTIANS. | 

The massacre of a great number of the Nes- 
torians, as reported by a dormer arrival, is un- 
happily confirmed by the papers brought by 
the last steamer. This interesting people, who 
have latterly been visited and instructed by 
American and other missionaries, were found 
te have retained the 11 ofthe Bible in a 
great degree of purity, although surrounded by 
Mahometan tribes. It seems that the hostility 
of their enemies was excited towards them by 
the too zealous la bors of the rival Christian mis- 
sionaries.— Nat. Inlel/igencer. 

A Constitantigople correspondent of the 
Londen Morning Chronicle, under date of Au- 
gust 17, states the particulars as follows: 

Jou have been informed of the combination’ 
between the Pasha of Mosul and several pow. 
erful Kurdish chiefs forthe extermination of 
Nestorian Christians, or Chaldeans. Letters 
received the day before yesterday contain a de- 
plorable account of the results of the attacks 
ofthe united troops. They had penetrated in- 
to the centre of the Tiyaree district, burnt the 
villages and churches, destroyed the crops, and 
put the Inhabitants of both sexes to the sword. 
Three, or according to other accounts, five 
brothers of the Patriarch have been slain, his 
mother was cut in half, and his sister horri@y 
mutilated. The Patriarch himself had fled to 
Mosul, and taken refuge in the British vice 
consulate. Thus a sect which had preserved 
its independence during centuries, and had te- 
sisted the persecuting sword of Islam when: 
wielded by the most powerfal and most intol- 
cant of the folowers of Mobammed—which, 
in its simplicity and i-olatien, had maintained 


the doctrines and forms ef a primitive church 
for above fourteen centuries, and whieh had 


Ciristian sects of the East zhas now, in weak - 
ness of Muhammedanism and the strenght of 
European Christianity, been delivered over to 
destruction, 

Although the Turkish authorities merit the 
strongest condemnation for the part they have 
taken in this massacre, yet there are others con- 

cerrened who are almost cqually responsible 

for the results The history of the fall of the 
Nestorians is a new example of the consequen- 

cesofa system pursued by foreigners in the 

East which we cannot contemplate without 

the utmost ifiignation. All those who have 

been the direct or indirect instruments of their 

destruction, although they may not have antic- | 
ipated a result of so serious a nature to their 
intrigues, and although they may now shelter 
themselves under the cloak of religion, bave 
been guilty of s great crime against hnmanity. 
In their mountain fastnesses the Nestori- 
ans had retained their independence for cen- 
turies. The first western traveller who sue- 
ceeded in penetrating into them was Dr. Grants 
an American missionary. His object in visi-~ 
ting them was the establishment of schools and 
other means of instruction. No sooner had 
Dr. Grant met with some success in the moun- 
tains thanthe Roman Catholic miasionaries at 
Mosul, supported by French political agents, 
endeavered to counternet it. The English 
High Church was also jealous of American en- 
croachments in the midst ofa sect still venera- 
ting Episcopacy; and an additional firebrand 
was thrown into the country last autumn, in 
the presence of the Rev. Mr. Badger. During 
last winter the three parties—the American, 
the Puseyite, and the Roman Catholic—have 
waged an open warfare among themselves.— 
The Americans, who had been first in the field, 
ouly ac:ed on the defensive; the influence they 
had already acquired among the Nestorians 
enabled them, without much difficulty, to re- 
tain their position. The object of the two re- 
maining ies was to eject the Americans, 
and to estäblish their own influence. They 
did not act in concert, for their mutual enmi- 
ty equalled their hostility te the Americane,— 
No means were left untried to effect their ob- 
ject. A report began to prevail thatthe Amer 
icans were assisting the Nestorians to build 
fortein their mountains. The ignorant inbabi- 
tants of the surrounding country and their Goy- 
ernor, the Pasha of Mosul, readily believed the 
assertion; his suspicions were excited; from 
beth parties he received accusations against 
their respective adversaries tending to inergase 
his alarm. Mr. Badger pointed out the danger 


escaped the corruption of religion, of morals, 
tad of charecter 0 conspicuous in al) other 


of Roman Catholiciem aud French influence in 
the mowntaing; the French, in return, the dan 
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ger ef Engiish influence. At length the com- 
bination we have described was forned, and 
those alone who were innocent have fallen vie- 
tims to the intrigues of men who snnounced 
themeelves to them as the ministers of Christ 
Strict justice 
compeis us to state that the Americans are in 
this instance without blame. They established 


forts were successfully directed to the improve- 
ment of the inhabitants, without any ulterior 
political design. But, as it ie, one of the most 
ancient and most interesting sects in the world 
—interesting from i's origin, from its language, 
and from the purity of its Chrirstanity—has 
been sacrificed to the religious quarrels of 
American Independents, Enclish Puseyites, 
and French Roman Catholice. 

Letters received in Boston state that it is prob- 
able the mother and only one brother of Mar 
Shimon, the Nestorian Patriarch, have been 
slain; that three other brothers have been taken 
ptisonere, and two have fled to Persia. Dr. 
Grant, whose life has been considered in dan- 
ger, iseafe at Mesul.“ 

In the above statements we see the deplora- 
ble effects of christian diplomacy, christian in- 
trigue, and christian proselyting. This much 
injured, and according to every christian testi- 
mony, this good, and virtuous people, have 
been made the dupes of those fiery bigots who» 
when they could not accomplish their designs, 
in causing them to submit to their faith, have 
excited the jealousics of government, and of- 
fered them upasasacrifice to their malice.— 
For the information of our readers, relative to 
thie peopls, we publish the following fron: 
Buck’s Theologica! Dictionary. 


NESTORIANS, 

“The followers of Nestorius, the bishop of 
Constantinople, whe lived in the fifth century. 
They believed that in Christ there were not 
only two natures. but two persons, of which 
the one waa divine. even the etern@® word and 
the other, which was human, was the man Je- 
sus: that thece two persons had only one as- 
pect: that the unien between the Son ef God 
and the son of man was formed in the moment 
of the virgin’s conception, and was never to 
be dissolved : that it was not, however, an union 
of nature or of person, but only of will and af- 
fection. (Nestorius, however, it is said, deni~ 
ed the last position;) that Christ was therefore 
to be carefully distinguished from God, who 
dwelt in him as in his temple; and that Mary 
was to be cal ed the mother of Chris’, and not 
the mother of God. 

One of the chief promoters of the Nestorian 


ee, was Barsumes, created bishop of Nisihie, 


A. D. 436. Bech wae his zeal and 
that the Nestorians who still remain in Chal. 
dea, Persia, Assyr.a, ond the ad) scent countries. 
consider him alone as their parent and founder, 
By him Pherozes, the Persian monareb, was 
persuaded to expel those Christians who adopt- 
ed the operations of the Greeke, and to admit 
the Nestorians in their place, putting them iz 
porsession of the principal test of ecclesiastical 
authority in Persia, the see of Seleucia, whieb 
the patriarch of the Nestorians had always fill - 
ed, even down to our time. Barsumas also 
erected a school at Nisibis, from which procee- 
ded these Nestorian doctors who, in the fifth 
and sixth centuries, spread abroad their tenets 
through Egypt, Syria, Arabia, Indis, Tartary, 
and China. 

In the tenth century, the Nesterians in Chal- 
dea, whence they are sometimes called Chalde- 
ans, extended their spiritual conquests beyond 
Mount Imaus, and introduced the Christian re 
ligion into Tartary properly so called, and er 
pecially into that country called Kerit, border 
ing on the northern part of China. The prines 
of that country, ho the Nestorians convert 
ed to the Christian faith, assumed, according 
to the vulgar tradition, the name of John after 
his baptiam, to whieh he added the surname of 
Presbyter. from a principle of modesty ; whence 
it is enid, his successors were each of them cal 
led Presbyter John, until the time of Gengis 
Khan. But Moshcim observes, that the famous 
Prester John did not begin to reign in that part 
of Asia before the conclusion of the eleventh 
century. The Nestorians formed so considers- 
ble a body of Christiane, that the missionaries 
of Rome were industrious in their endeavors to 
reduce them under the papal yoke. Innocent 
IV. in 1246, and Nicholas IV. in 1278, used 
their utmost efforts for this purpose, but with- 
out tuccets. Till the time of pope Julius III. 
the Nestorians acknowledged but one patriarch, 
who resided first at Bagdad, and afterwards at 
Mousul; buta division arising among them, in 
1551, the patriarchate became divided, at least 
for a time, and a new patriarch was consectated 
bf that pope, whose successors fixed their resi- 
dence in the city of Ormus, in the mountainous 
parts of Persie, where they still continue, die 
tinguished by the name of Simepn; and so fat 
dewn asthe seventeenth century, these patri- 
rarchs persevered in their communion with the 
church of Rome, but seem at present to have 
withdrawn themselves from it. The great Nee 
torian pontiffe, who form the oppesite party, 
and look with a hostile eye on this little patri- 
arch, have, since the year 1859, been distin- 
guished by the general denomination ‘of Elias, 
and feside coristantly in the city of Mousul*— 
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Ther spiritual deminion is very extensive, tak- 


ing in a great part of Asia, and comprehends 


within it circuit the Arabian Nestorians, 


and also the Christians of St. Theme, who 


dwell along the coast of Malabar. It is ob- 
served, to the lasting honor of the Nes:orians, 
that of ali the Christian societies established in 
the East, thoy have been the most careful and 
successful in avoiding a multitude of supersti- 
tious opinions and practices that have infected 
the Greek and Latin churches. About the mid- 
dle ef the seventeenth century, the Romieh 
migsionaries gained over to their communion a 
small number of Nestoriane, whom they form- 
ed into a congregation er church ; the patriarchs 
oe bishops of which resided in the city of Ami- 


44, or Darbeker, and all assume the denomina- 


tion of Joseph. Nevertheless, the Nestorians in 
general persevere to our own times in their re- 
fueal to enter into the communion of the Rom- 
ih church, notwithstanding the earnest entrea- 
tles and alluring effers that have beer made by 
the people’s legate to conquer their inflexible 
constancy.’’ 


STEPHENS WORKS ON CENTRAL 
AMERICA. 

We have lately perused with great interest, 
Stephens’ works on Central America, Chiapas, 
and Yucatan. 

Mr. Stephens published about two years ago, 
a very interesting work entitled ‘Incidents of 
travel in Central America, Chiapas and Yuca- 
tan,“ in which he details very many interesting 
circumstances; discovered the ruins of magnifi- 
cent cities, and from hieroglyphical representa- 
tions, sculpture and rich specimens of architec- 
ture, proved one important fact, which had been 
disputed by many of our sages; that America 
had once been peopled by a highly polished, 
civilized and scientific race, with whom the 
present aborigines could not compare. 

This work has been read with great interest 
throughout this continent, and tens of thousands 
of copies have been sent to, and sold in Europe, 
where it has been investigated with the greatest 
scrutiny and interest. It has already passed 
through twelve editions; it is published in two 
volumes, 8 vo. 

Since the publication of this work, Mr. Ste- 
phens has again visited Central America, in 
company with Mr. Catherwood, and other sci- 
entific gentlemen, for the purpose of ma- 
king further explorations among those already 
interesting ruins. They took with them the 
Daguerrotype, and other aparatus, for the pur- 
pose of giving views and drawings of those mys- 
terious relica of antiquity. His late travels and 
discoveries, have also beep published in two vol- 


ofthe 0 
umes same size, entitled ‘Incidents of 
travel in Central America.’ 

It is a work of great interest, written with 
precision and accuracy. The plates are elegant- 
ly executed, and its history unfolds the ruins of 
grandeur, civilization and intelligence. It is 
published by Harper & Brothers, N. Y. 

This is a work that ought to be in the hands 
of every Latter Day Saint; corroborating, as it 
does the history.of the Book of Mormon. There 
is no stronger eireumstaneial evidence of the 
authenticity of the latter book, can be given, 
than that contained in Mr. Stephens’ works. 

Mr. Stephens gives an account of ancient cit- 
ies he has visited, where once dwelt the power- 
ful, the wise, the scientific, and,to use his own 
words; ‘architecture, sculpture and painting, alf 
the arts which embellished life had flourished 
in this overgrown city; orators, warriors, and 
statesmen, beauty, ambition, and glory, had 
lived and passed away, and none knew that such 
things had been, or could tell of their past exis- 
tence.’ In the last clause, Mr. Catherwood is 
mistaken. It has fallen to his lot to explore the 
ruins of this once mighty people, but the ‘Book 
of Mormon? unfolds their history; and published 
as it was, years before these discoveries were 
made, and giving as it does, accounts of a peo- 
ple, and of cities that bear a striking resemblance 
to those mentioned by Mr. Stephens, both in re- 
gard to magnificence and location, it affords the 
most indubitable testimony of the historical 
truth of that book, which has been treated so 
lightly by the literati and would be 53 
of the present age. 

For the information of our friends who do 
not possess this work, we may ata convenient 
time collect and compare many of the impor- 
tant items in this work, and in the Book of 
Mormon, and publish them. To give some idea 
of the nature of the last work, we publish the 
following from the preface : 

“In his ‘Incidents of Travel in Central Amer- 
ica, Chiapas and Yucatan, the author inti- 
mates his intention to make a thorough explora- 
tion of the ruins of the latter country. That inten- 
tion has since been carried into effect, and the 
following pages are the result. They discribe, 
as the author has reason to believe, the most 
extensive journeying ever made by a stranger 
in that penensula, and contain the account of 
visits to forty-four ruined cities or palaces, in 
which the remains or vestiges of ancient popu- 
lation, were found. The existence of most of 


these ruins was entirely unknown to the resi- | 


dents of the capital—but few bad ever been vis- 
ited by white inhabitants—they were desolate 
and overgrown with trees. Fora brief space, 

the stiliness that reigned about them was brokea 
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and they were again left to solitude and silence. 
Time and the elements are hastening them to 
utter destruction. In a few generations, great 
edifices, their facades covered with sculptured 
ornaments, already croaking and yawning, must 
fall, and become mere shapeless mounds. It 
has been the fortune of the author to step be- 
tween them and the destruction to which they 
are destined, and it is his hope to snatch from 
adlivion these perishing, but still gigantic me- 
morials of a mysterious people.“ 


To all the saints and honorable men of the earth, 
to whom the Lord has given liberally of this 


Our worthy brother, Elder George J. Adams, 
has been appointed by the First Presidency of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
et Nauvoo, to present to them the importance, 
as well as the things connected with his mis- 
sien to Russie, to introduce the fulness of the 
gospet to the people of that wast empire, and 
also to which is attached some of the most im- 
portant things concerning the advancement 
and building up of the kingdom of God, in the 
last days; which cannot be explained at this 
time; but as the mission is attended withgnuch 
expense, all those who feel disposed te bestow? 
according as God has blessed them, shall re 
deire the blessings of Israel’s God; and ten 
fold shall be added unto them, as well as the 
prayers of the saints of God. 

With sentiments of high esteem, we sub- 
sctibe ourselves ycur fricnds and brethren in 
the new and everlasting covenant. 

JOSFPH SMITH, 
HYRUM SMITH, 

Presidents of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints. 

PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS. 

It would seem from the following, that there 
is a very material difference between Catholi- 
eiem in Italy, and in the United States: and 
that while its advocates in this country cry loud 
for equal rights, and equal privileges, and pro- 
fess great reverence for republican institutions, 
thatin Italy, where they possess the power, they 
are most fierce and intolerant in their proscrip- 
tions and persecutions; and whatever may be 
said concerning the more liberal views of Cath- 
alies in thie and the mother country, it is evi- 
den', from the following, that they want only 
the pewer torcinstate in England, and put in 


‘farce in this, or any other country, all the dam- 


niag horrors of the Holy Inquisition” which 
bas been lately revived in Italy, in their base 
persecutions of the Jews, . 


= 
eration scemed to influence the teelings uf so- 
ciety throughout the civilized world, we re 
gret to perceive that the tribunals of the Pope 
are, in June,.1843, reviving at Rome amd An- 
cong the very worst proscriptions of that fel! 
and sanguinary institute, the Inquisition, as 
will be seen by a perusal of the a doo- 
ument:— 

“We, Fra Vicehzo Salina, of the Order of 
Predicatori, Master in Theology, General 
Inquisitor in Ancona, Sinigaglia, Jesi, Osi- 
nio, Cingoli, Macerata, Tolentino, Loreto, 
Recanati, and other towns and districts, &e. 
It being deemed necessary to revive the full 

observance of the disciplinary laws relative to 
the I¢raelites residing within our jurisdietion, 
and having hitherto without effect employed 
prayers and exhortations to obtain ebedience 
to those laws in the Ghetti (Jewries) of Anco- 
na and Sinigaglie, authorized by the despatch 
of the Sacred and Supreme Inquisition of 
Rome, dated June 10th, 1843, expressly en- 
joining and commanding the observance of the 
decrees and pontifical constitutions, especially 
in respect to Christian nurses and domestic ter- 
vants, or to the sale of property either in town 
or country districts, purchased and possessed 
previously to 1827, as well os subsequently to 
that period, we decree as follows:— 

**1. From the interval of two months after 
the date of this day, all gipsy and Christian 
domestica, male and female, whether employed 
by day or by night, must be dismissed from 
service in the said two Ghetti; and all Jews 


prohibited frou employing any Christian nurse, 
or availing themselves of the service of any 
Christian in any domestic occupation whatever, 
under pain of being immediately | ponished 40 
cording to the pontifical decrees aud conatitu- 
tions. 


2. That all Jews, who may possess propet- 
ty, either in tewn or country, permanent ot 
moveable, or rents or interests, or any right in- 


volving shares in funded property. or ‘leased 


landed property, must within the term of three 
months from this day dispose of it by a positive 
and real, and not by any pretended or fictitious 
contract, Should this not be done within the 
time specified, the Holy office is to tell the 
eame by public auction, on proof of the camps 
harvest being got in. 

3. That no Hebrew nurses, and stil) less, 
any Hebrew family, shall inhabit Abe city, ot 
reside in, or remove their property inte, any 
town or district where there is no Ghette (place 
of residence for Jewa;) and that such.se may 


“Atthe very moment when a spirit of tol · 


actually be there in conformacy to the law, 
must return to their respective Ghetto witbia 


residing within our jurisdiction are expressly . 
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tas peremptory period of aix months, otherwise 
they will be proceeded against according to the 
tenor of the law. 

4. That, especially in any city where there 
ie a Ghetto, no Hebrew must presume to atso- 
ciate at table with Christians, either in public 
houses or ordinaries, out of the Ghetto. 

5. That in acity which bes a Ghetto, no 
Hebrew shall sleep out of the Israelite quarter, 
nor make free to enter into familiar conversa- 
tion ina Christian house. 

8. That no Hebrew shall take the liberty, 
under any pretext whatever, to induce male 
Christiane, and still less female Christians, to 
sleep within the boundaries of the Ghetto. 

“7, That no Hebrew shall hire Christians, 
even only by the day,-to work in their houses 
in the Ghetto. 

* 8. That no Hebrew, either male or fomale, 
shall frequent the houses of Christians, or 
maintain friendly relations with Christian men 
ot wemen. 

“9. That the lawsshall remaia in force res“ 
pecting the decorum to be observed by the He 
brews who may absent themselves from their 
Ghetto, to travel in other parts of tate.” 

„% Afier laying down these monstrous res- 
etipts, which we had hoped even the Romish 
Church would not have attempted to revives 
and still Jess to re-clothe with authority, and 
arm with tremendous pains and penalties. The 
savage order is issued that these intolerant 
lews shal; be read in each of the Jewish Syna- 
gogues. It is added: 

„They who violato the above articles, will 
incur some or all of the penalties prescribed in 
the edicts of the Holy Inquisition.” 

Why the Jews have been thus selected as the 
victims of their hellish wrath, is difficult for us 
to determine. We cannot account for it upon 
any other principle than that of legalized plun- 
der—such as has been too frequent! y practised 
upon them by most of the courte of Europe.— 
It is thus that their property, in the second sec. 
tion, is not ostensibly confiscated; but it is vir- 
taally so, os it places them in the power of their 
enemies, if they cannot find purchasers for 
h is very unlikely, when 
these severe, inhuman 
perty must be disposed 
whether in town or 
country, permanent oveable, or rents, or 
interest or any rights in Ming shares in funded 
property.“ Andif there are no buyers, what 
then? “ The Holy office (rather say holy devils) 
is to sell the same by public auetion. “ 

Weare led to ask, is this Christianity? Are 
these the followers of the meek and lowly Je- 
mes? Isthis the conduct of a church which 


restrictions. 
of within thre 


— 
professes to be the onty true church! pasety 
apostolic? Oh shame! where is thy Hue 
The heart sickens at the contemplation. Only 
think of theasauds of men, women and chile 
ren, being dispoeseseed of their inheritance— 
robbed of their property—rendered houselees 
and homeless, and destined to wander about se 
vagrants and exiles, through the tyranny, re 
pacity and thiret for plunder, which is evident 
ly manifested, by these infernals of the Holy or- 
der. We had huped that those days of horrid 
harbarity were gone by, and that even the Ro- 
man church would not have attempted to re- 
vive them: and still less did we imagine thet 
the edicts of the Holy Inquisition would ever 
have disgraced the footstool of God. What if 
the governments of America, England, Russia, 
Prussia, Norwoy, Sweeden, and other powers, 
were to exercise the same spirit of intoleranee 
towards the professors of the Catholic religion? 
Would they like to haye meted to them the 
same measure which théy give to others? We 
know that there was great dissatisſactiot man- 
ifested by the Catholies of England and Ireland 
during the existence of the Test Act. They 
made long and loud complaints against the in- 
justice, tyranny end oppression of that instru- 
ment; and no one felt more indignant than our 
selves at such illiberal proceedings—but we 
must confess that in this instance they have 
“out-Heroded Herod” u thousand times.— 
What would the Irish Catholics have thought 
hadthe British government dealt with them 
their great Pontificate has dealt with the 
poor Jews? How much misery, how much dis- 
tress would not euch a step create among them? 

We cannot but feel indignant at auch pro- 
ceedings; and as the conductors of public jour- 
nals, feel ourselves in duty bound to express 
our feclings. We heartily despise oppression 
in every shape; and if the European courts do 
not take sufficient notice of such proceedings 
as to frown down, indignantly, upon the per- 
petratore of those inhuman deeds, and awe 
them into a respect sufficient to ameliorate the 
condition of their victims, we shall, at least, 
have had the satisfaction of entering our pro- 
test against the proceedings of thoee heartless 
wretches, who would make a pretext of reli- 
gion to plunder the inoffensive, and put in forse 
these inhuman, savage edicts, merely because 
they bave them in their power. 

‘We had thought that the cep of misery of 
the Jews had been sufficiently wrung ont, and 
that they hac drank it to the very dregs. They 
have been persecuted by almost every nation in 
itsturn. They have been plundered, driven 
and banished, and their lives have continually 
hung in doubt. We had huped that the recent- 
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ly expressed opinion, cuncerning their persecu- 
tiens in Damascus, by the European powers, 
and the revolutions in Spain, would have 
greatly ameliorated their condition, and have 
operated well for them, even in Italy; and we 
are yet in hopes that some steps will be taken 
to cause the power who eppresses them to mit- 
agate their sufferings; and if not by power, out 
of respect to courtly influence, which moy be 
used toremeve the heavy load under which 
hey groan. 

The Rothechild’s porsess great influence in 
many Europeon courts, Can it not be ased at 
the present time, in behalf of their oppressed 
brethren? 


From the Millenia) Star. 
THE GATHERING. 

The doctrine ef‘*the gathering’ is one pe- 
culiarly belonging to the people of Ged, and 
ove whieh should claim the attention of all who 
are desisous of glorifying Ged by keeping his 
commendments. It is one in its practical ope- 
erotons which excitcs the attention of the 
world, and {eceme to arouse their indignation 
much. How often do we hear the question— 
‘can we not serve God in thie country as well 
ng any where else! and ‘it is the devotion of 
the heart that the Lord wants, and that is all 
thet-ie required.’ That we can serve God in 
ene country as well osanother we doubt not, 
if it debe will ofthe Lord that we should do 
So; but if a commandment be given, as to the 
Israelites of old, to gather away from bondage 
and oppression, to give beed to the teachings of 
his servants, then we would ask, whocan serve 
the Lord yet disobey his commandments? 

It was ever (he purpose of the Lord in every 
age, to classify his people by themselves—to 
seperate them from the wicked of the earth 
—and so to organize and ertablish ther 
that ke might be able to bestow upon them the 
bicesings of his spirit. And is there no neces- 
sity for this eeparation? Most assuredly there 
ir. We lcok upon the world as a ienated from 
God by sin—as entirely cut off frem the enjey- 
ment of those privileges of which the Sainte 
partake. The Lord has, in hisinfinite mercy, 
devived a plan by which a fallen race can be 
seconciled to himself; and that is efiected by 
the gift of the spirit of God, besiowed upon the 
faithful inthe exercise of ol«dience to the «:- 
dinances of house. Let us thea cont m- 
plate fora moment the relative circumstances 
and conditions of the people of God and of the 
world: the one is in darkness, aud under con- 
dewaation in consequence of sin; the other ie 
adopted isto the family of heaven, and has re- 


ceived ef the spirit of the Lord, filling his 
— 


whole body with light, opening te hie unde» 
standing the glories of eternity, and elevating 


him in dignity according to his faithfulnese as | 


n eon of God; while his futere prespects are 
sublimely developed to his understanding the 
full glories of the beatific vision. 

What affinity, then, we would ask, has light 
wich darkness! what amalgamstion can tke 
place between elemente so diverse in their na- 
ture? or will net spirit seek itskindrid spirit? 
He that hath the spirit is no longer debtor to 
the flesh, but would rather be seeking the so- 
ciety of those whe con multiply his happiners, 
who areso many individus) reflections of the 
moral loveliness implanted by the spirit of God. 

On thete reflections then, co we arrive at the 
rationality of the deetrine of ‘the gathering,’ 
and see the necessity of the servants of God, 
who are destined to become partakers of his 
own glory, being associated together in order 
thet they may be prepsring for that high ele- 
vatior, and growing in that wisdom and krowL 
edge without which they cannot be prepared 
for his presence. 

But, agai, the last days are the days of ven- 
geaucer udgment upon the wicked, Let 
us then examine the conduct of God tewards 
man when he was about to pour out his judg- 
ments upon them. 

When be hod dctermincd, in consequence of 


the iniquity of our antediluvian forefathers, to 


destroy thal race from the face of the earth, he 
did not doit without a warning unto the pece 
ple, and without preparation for the setety of 
all who would give hecd o that warning; but 


they heeded not the testimony of the servant, | 


they rejected the offers of mercy and therefore 
perished. So also in the days of Lo’, when he 
had determined a destiuction upon the inhabi- 
tan s of the cities of the'plain, it was neither 
without a warning to them, nor ap aceof safe- 
ty for thoSe that would hearken and flee. 

We read thet in the last days there will be-in 
existence a Bubylon, of which the Chal’can 
city (the ludy of kingdomt) wasa lively type, 
in which the pollution of the holy things of the 
Lord's house showed forth that polfution of the 
last days, when men should eit in judgment ae 
God, caliing upon the people to recognize their 
authority, end render obedience to their pre. 
cepte as the- would ento the God of havea, 
And we mad also, that the Babylen cf the last 
days shal! fall, shall be utterly destroyed; aud 
the people of the Lord are commanded to come 
out of her, lest they be partakers of her sins 
and receive of her: plagues. Now, we feel no 
hesitancy in speaking freely of this Zabylon. 
which we efirm to be neither more nor less 


than that Datel that confusion ef stems wien 
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man devise d in the reom of the kingdem 
of God; fur verily as little understood of each. 
wher ate the builders of the modern Babylon, 
@ were these of antiquity when the Lord con- 
foanded their lenguago snd scattered them over 
sit the face of the earth. fh contemplating the 
modern builders of religious systemr, we tind 
some declaring one thing necessary asa ſoun- 
dation und others another; and instead ef la- 
boring conjointly to build a tower to heaven, 
tech individual paity ale rairing paltry mounds 
of theirown, with the most anxious ambition 
to look over their neighbor, until all has become 
confusion and weakness, and by and by the 
wrath of heaven shall sweep away every vistige 
of their folly from the face of the carth, for the 
mouth of the Lord Ged hath epokenit. And this 
judgment shall take place in the last days, and 
it shall be a judgment the like of which hath 
pet been before. And will not the Lord act 
like himself in providing a place of safety for 
his people? or wien he has commanded them 
io come ont of her, will he not prepare a place 
of refuge for them—a Goshen in which they 
may be protected while his fury ie poured out 
upon the nations, 

We read, then,in the 24th chapter ef Isuiah, 
that when his fury shall be poured out, when 
the inhabitants of the carth shall be burned up 
ead few men be left, that thére shal! be im the 
midst of the earth a remnant among the people 
sethe shaking of an olive tree, and as the 
grapes when the vintage is ended. And let us 
mark the Jecaticn cf those who are preserved: 
it will be in the midst of the earth, in the very 
place where Israel of old declared that the 
children of Joseph should become a multitude 
of nations, and in that place shail deliverance 
be. We rejoice, therefore, in the revelations 
made known in the lost deys, of the decendants 
of Ephraim and Marasseh, and of the lend of 
Joseph, and of the place appointed fcr the gath- 
ering of his people. We tead also, in the 4:h 
ehapter of Micah, that in the ast days it shal! 
come to pars, that the moun‘ain of the honse ol 
the Lord shall be prepared inthe tep of the 
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the 
hills, and people shall flow unto it: and that 
the law ehall go forth from Zior, and aleo the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And aleo 
in the 8th Verse of the same we read, thot dhe 
tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daugh- 
tor of Zion, that unto her shall come the First 
dominion; and that the kingdom shall also 
come unto Jerusalem. . 

And as we read inthe old translation that 
from the seed of Juseph should the feder be ap- 
pointed by the stone of Israel; cven so as Jo- 


the patriarei (thcugh various means were’ 


adopted in order to distroy him) through the 


providence of God, becamo the savior of bie 


family, se shall his seed become a feder of 
shepherd unto the people ot God and their land, 
into which the Lord has led them, as he did 
Joseph into Egypt, become a place of deliver- 
ance from the judgmeuts that shall come upen 
the earth, for all that will hearken unto the ti- 
dings of salvation and become obedient unte 
them. 


It is written in the first chapter of Ephesians. 


and the 10th verse, that in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times he might gather together 
in one all things im Christ, both whieh are in 
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.’ 
We also read in the second chapter of Danie}, 
of the setting up of a kingdoin by the God of 
heaven, that should never come to an end; and 
as we have before quoted, of the law going forth 
from mount Zion and also from Jerusalem.— 
Now thé place from whence proceedsa law 
must be the seat ef government, and the seat 
of government will be attended by subjectsme- 
krowledging ite authority; and that kingdom 
which shall never come to an end, canaot be 
set up unless the people are gathered together 
to become the subjects ot it; also the people of 
Ged must be gathered togethezia the fulness 
of times, in order to be prepattd, instroeied 
and sanctified that they may be fitted io meet 
the glorified saints whom the Lord will brieg 
with him at his coming, who are looking for- 
ward to the time when they shall reign as kiage 
and priests on the earth, knowing that without 


us they cannot be perfected, and are longing: 


for the hour when the Lord shall reignin Meunt 
Zior, and in Jerusaiem, and when his glory 
shall he before them, 

Having made these reflections upon the great 
doctrine of ‘the gathering,“ we now bear testi- 
mony of what the Lord has commanced in the 
last days. We hear testimony that the Lord 
God hath gent the angel beheld by John in his 
apocalyptic vision, having the everlasting gos- 
pel to preach unto all people; that he bath ap- 
peared unte rome, and ehal!l hereafter oppent 
unto many; that he hath committed a d:spensa- 
tion of that gorpel unte men, end commissioncd 
his servanis to go forth beoring testimony of 
these things, and to make proclamation thas 
the hour of his judgment is come; also to pro- 
claim unto the pecpie the gisp-i in its fulnees, 
the glorious law of adoption into the kingdem 
of God, and warning them of the judginents 
speedily approaching to exhort them to flee out 
from Babylon, that they be net partakers of her 
sins, and receive netof her plagues; and thas 
the western coatinent is the place appointed of 


the Lord for the assembling of his pcople, thas: 
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